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Origami, paper-folding, can be enjoyed by children and
adults alike. The forms I introduce in this book derive from
basic patterns transmitted in Japan for perhaps a thousand
years.

As a traditional art, origami has permeated deeply into
everyday life in Japan and helped form the versatility and
creativity so many Japanese possess. | hope and expect that
origami will occupy a niche in the lives of future generations of
non-Japanese as well as Japanese.

Is there a child who will not sit entranced as his mother’s
hands move swiftly, strangely, to create an elephant, a rose, a
spaceship, or other favorite animal or object? Kindergarten
teachers recognize that children feel a strange attraction
toward origami and make origami zoos and botany gardens
filled with paper animals and flowers. The paper creations not
only help initiate a happy dialogue between children and
teachers but also decorate the kindergarten rooms.

To practice origami requires only paper and a little time.
Whether devotee or novice, therefore, one may enjoy the
origami art in every conceivable situation. While travelling,
origami is ideal for passing time alone or sharing pleasant
moments with companions. Some people fold origami while
commuting.,

People are especially delighted when presented an origami
work created before their eyes. The traveller who takes origami
techniques home from Japan carries one of the finest possible
souvenirs, and an art that is close to all Japanese hearts.
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The

used for gorilla, rocket

and

4

Gorilla

basic hat fold is

F-GI'II'I"II'II'E'I'IZ].

i5 Turm over

Fold to make arms and hands

1 i

(1 Basie hat Told

3) Pleat the legs and

fesld inward,

CamE| two sheetls of paper necessary

Turn over 12 Hasic camel fold

A A

L2
Make neck

narrow part.

with

2

Fold both sides to center, then O]
to form triangles as shown.

-]

ry i i
il | in hs

1 |II||I‘|‘ Ill'ulll_ III.I'I ‘I“I ||| II|'|I‘-

pnd then fold back top

Join front and




The baby kangd¥oo requires
paper one-quarter the size of
that needed for the grown
kangroo. Duo-colored paper was
used for the jumping pony ; (fold-
ing sequence on p.101) rough
textured paper was used for the
kangaroo.

Kangaroo

Gorilla

PR ALY
PO e

Try to make a double-humped camel. If you use slightly
stiffer paper for the reindeer its antlers will not droop.

UUse your ingenuity to make a running reindeer.

r i
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kangaroo, Latter uses 1/4 size erane fold. As with the
paper, Seissors used to form camel. two sheets of

ears and front legs. paper are necessary.

Front half

b | 2'of rear half

I'I ilII'-’I '_|:|._'|"_|||' I .

41 Turn over [4)

(1) Same as camel

]

MNarrow folds
form legs

)

:ﬂ.'.k!: IIE.III s I||I

one poiml ed seclion

5 Cut to make ears ofid:make antlers
ith other
and front legs. with |

b orm antlers

culling

* JE camel

L -

Hend tall and rosss
lege o il il

l‘-.lllp'.'|| iy irreded

8




Pay close attention to leg angles when
joining front and rear. Experiment with
various leg stances.

(folding sequence on p.98)




Elephant

Giraffe

ha I8

Hear

front legs line

up,

6 Pt

forld,

Basic camel

1) Basie camel fold.

7' Fold ears,

g1 Decide haoedy

fold back rear

length,

3

LR

fa

Open out 5), Cut and

3 Turn over (2

fold to make horns,

Fold inward ta

make rear legs

R

- I'.||||| | ¥

||| | I‘ |i.'|||l'l | =it

Decide head size

and lrunk |-e'r|;._r||'|_

I Adjust trunk and ears for 13

3 Fold (4 in half lengthwis
VAP IOUS SXpressions, 1l lengthw ise




e

tﬂ""'-l"\- -

Dinosaur

(folding sequence on p.103)




Einaka Rabbit
a

Snakes are easy to fold.

Practice having snake
raise its head while

coiled,

(5]

i fip te lorm,

o
W) Use diamond-

tongue, shaped paper.

2 | 12 Pold tail slightly down,
;l||-'| ||:q--. up agan ]?
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| Carp

Goldfish

Boy's Day carp streamers can be made
with this fold. Other fish can also be

i e niy g
- _'
o  ——

folded. Put vour imagination to work.

- ——
Py

e Tn g g
F il o EII-:IIIE ||--|||':| lines t hen

i o

}

b " fold back to form (2
i -——--..-—--—-‘i-'--"'"—"-"'" | .
| |
! T L — i
. \—.;._____._.'__-_...;.a-'.'.ll;" [
A
| : J
4 9 Open out to Form
.I
/ F 1) Basie eamel fold.
]
(5) Darsal fin folded as shown

1

1
| | N
i |
| !

E' Cut end to form tail fins,
{7} Fold front point inward
to form head.

{

4

I

Compare this with goldfish

N o mobile (p. 116), Follow dia-
20 grams  carefully.







(5

Begin at 4 of adule
raven. Faold top triangle

I[Iill'l .

(1} Basic erane fold.

Raven

(6} Make head,

The heads and legs of all

birds are folded similarly,

Compare vour adult and

L) Form tail
voung ravens closely,

Great pleasure is gained
when one creates lifelike
animals from sheets of paper.

It is a pleasure often

3) Upen both sides
and fold in half

forgotten in busy, modern

life. Folding origami is
I'Prrﬁ'hflnig urnl h!‘h]ﬁ ane

i8) Make legs

to recall the simple joys
that children experience.
Urigami  also helps to

develop ereativity in chil-

dren, and stimulates their
interest in their SUrround

Ings.

Fold half of main

sECLIon down

24



Swan

Raven A ]:-ah_v raven needs one-quarter the

paper required for an adult raven, Attend
closely to the shape of the raven's body.

4 The crane fold is complicated, and an
adhesive probably is necessary. In the
illustrations, the standing crane is made
of mitsumata paper while | used saiun

paper for the flamingo.
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Standing crane

(@) Open left portion {legs) and fold
back along dotted lines. Open neck

i E /f__h
part and fold down.

13 Fold neck in half along dotted line.
Bring legs together again.

Cut wings and fold in half (1! Basic crane folds

lengthwise.

4% Open wings, and fold down
tail.

&
Turn over 4
and fold as
indicated.

@

Fold along dotted |ine
as indicated,

®

Pull wings up as high
as possible.

A0 Turn back neck in direction of
arrow,

12 Refer to insets to form head.

™,

(6) @
: Fold

Open bottom  section old along

dotted line
outward. ol
\ _// as indicated,




Java sparrow | made this sparrow with thick,
smooth torinoko paper.

(folding sequence on p.106)




Bat ™ As with parrot, working paper 1s in
isosceles triangle shape. The easiest
way to prepare the triangle is to eut a
piece of square paper diagonally in half.
The triangle shape ecan be used to ex-
periment folding various shapes,

1) Use triangle-shaped paper.

2! Cut to make legs.

\a) I'nr'*- aver (5 iq|1-:] A ]

form ears

:Ij. I-'““. {Irlll_"- ||I'I'-]1'I|. [l:ll' I"J-',-‘h

in half.

@ Form tip of hea
and talons, F

.I:Ihlﬂl inside.

Fold small triangles
inward like crane,

@

Turn over (6 and

fold up to center
| ime,

5y

Working paper is

-\.‘ih-ilIJt‘d a8 1508Ce !. =T -]

iriangle,

]'-r'uln:i Ly cEnler ]ir‘w.

_.r-: Painted folds
roughly same as

basic camel fold.

T ML
4) Turn over (3,

33




i
Bird in flight

With duo-colored paper vou ean
obtain color variations by folding
one time from one side and the next
time from the other side.

(folding sequence on p.109)

Cicada




Cicada

Dragonfly

T Basic crane fol

@ Turn over @Bml L T o

I|.III'I'| [ER D -'!' :'I|'III

Gpen huth sides,

@
Fold to form triangle,
i!l'll\:] mage Crease in
cenkber,

Fress two or three
|5-‘ oleats Lk torm

listbom,

{T:) Roell tip section up to form

head, and cut to make wings.
rI

e}

lurn over

Turn over (7. Press center

||r hl'm| [,‘n.l;. [orm &ves,

B

@
Roll front portion
bhack slightly,

36

(3)
Pull open and
align along
center line to
form (4),

37



Camellia

Use only slight pressure when
folding to give the camellia edges
their proper shape. More striking
results achieved with duo-colored
paper.




Camellia

. v N R 7 | T P

e A P = P Y T T A b W

j Fold along ereases keeping
center  corner  at right '| Form creases by folding

angles diagonallvy as shown,

o Y )

'-_ﬁ'_.- ['I.Il:lil |'r-c.-1‘|-"-rr_\-
triangle as in
¥

1
| HINE Crepsas

§
P
Haott T SR

B

Fold at center

R T R P o & S B i e

line,  and o
back half of
Folded L H N

.

-: 4} Fold other edges similarly
:" :".Il:.l' | N Tl A" ':"i-:'."" - :|l"|.l.'| ot

mnd |||||| neEst Carnel

s A

'.T: Turn aver 7§

ol The camellia i1s one of the easiest origami flowers

| to make. The ereases made m (1! helped in steps 8]
| (B) Cat to mak
ByiEs

| 3oand 4. Fold so that one erease touches another

| crease, (Ureases often play an important role in

T T o AT e L e

| OriEAamt.

40 : 41
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(folding sequence on p.110)

-
7

42
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Broad bellflower Lily

I used folkcraft paper for the iris, Torinoko
paper for the broad bellflower, and “starmine”
paper for the lily. Paper used is monochrome,
although I used a different color for each flower.




Bréad bellflower

Fistil also made from

[ EL AL E T {u T} ] '--||.|.||-I il prim e

»

/ folded separately and joined to form

Lily

Two trianguler sheets of paper are

the lily.

(4
11} Use pentagon ; Fald inward along

shaped paper, Crenses,

Make creases.

‘5

L

and

Lipen
fold Bottom part

then

to make it nag
row, | wo shes
of paper pli
one on the
and refo

I'?'llld Cregs

triangle
with bt tom

.HI H'“” pmelal LIins ||||'.l. b
for effect

4

!I.-il'l iy E

I urn aut folded see Liiknis ””| piish
P =

B i'l,_' Bt tom

| l':||'.:||.|1e'|.|| triangle

eft corner to Lop i

)
make crease, Hepeat

'EFRL carner.

7

ik




Hydrangea parts are pasted on a foun-
dation about the size of a fist, The
snail’s head may give You some trouble,

White flower

Make many small flowers and fix them on
branches to gain the best effect.




Hydrangea

Hydrangea is an aggre
gate flower. Many
flowers set together
make one hyvdrangea,
The folds are com-
plicated from step(7:
so study the illust- &
rations closely,
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Fﬂli.alg_e plant

Caterpillar

|H .5 |-\-||| |||i in Il.'ll L

52 ¥

I||.-||.4' |. ES

4111

:,‘I 'Ill s LS

F.ach pleat folded hack ta

e A

]. I'.lllll I'*'I'!.I:I;_’l.nl:lr paApReET Inbo

e T T T e e e

iriangle form,

Waork from the basic camel ol !

and fold as shown,

e Faold alopg crea

@' Turn over &

i3, Each side folded

s shawi,

"-ﬁutterfliﬂs can be made very
-.?l_!lutifui by carefully select-
ing colors. Tryv on VOur own

L.




Colorful varieties of kites depend
on whether you fold from the front
or the back. Try to alternate.




(1) Refer to fold for bird
flight (p.109).

AR

Y O R W T RO S

F. e ke

Fold along dotted lines

in 6] amd 0T - ..:-:. F . '.: :
S - (pen i 3 old down to make eyes.

and press [ :

?
i
|
E
'y
¥
:
8
5

e e e e

.-‘_"II

b
Open right and
and press flat.

= 2 o el 2 S

Fold along dotted |ine.

Fald to make creases.

ey

LT

Fold along creases, as in
~ basie crane fold.
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Wall decoration

Standing baby

e ke . e VA T = el T B O e Vel B[R A g AT e kel L

FLERFT Ja TR

L o * Crane-shaped receptacle Pigeon-shaped receptacle
: . (folding sequence on p.112)

| used folkeraft paper to make these. The paper
may be purchased at department stores and folk-
art shops.




Crawling baby

&

X

6 T

uwrn over L9

aold (6 in half.
Frull bottom lef

Loy Tl k=

=1 !II'

19 Arms folded

i e

I.Ij' I B EE ||-||'\lr'||

UTW A ||_

Pigeon box, Pigeon-shaped receptacle

{6} Open and align on
center line

A.

(2) Open and align on ce roline

4) Turn over 3
section to

|
1
2 Foald back and open
triangular part.

IH_I |:|||.|-r| l4a |||.1I\|' lieal Livimi

"i_: Fold as ip basic

Fold inzide crane fold,

R

eenter |ine

61




Use paper with colorful patterns or wrapping paper.

Table mat

Card case

Hanging ornaments The camellia provides the basic

fold for the ornamental ball.
(folding sequence I[f vou intend to use this as a

on p.117)  lampshade do not use flammable
material.

o2
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Card case

-.'.-, 5

B Fold bhack

SR

Fold top laver trig angle down
and tuck inside,

|!|||||

right
imnll e I.|I||.I||

2)

' Fold ri ght side to g

-"IJ left side

LN ]

64 ‘

4! Fald top of

right

Side

T ——

e e

s

oy =

CEnter and

showm.

shown,

¢ Make numerous mats
and join them together
to form various shapes,

i

y

_‘.l‘

h Jain mats ||_l. G T T

L

angular sections on hack and

*-\.||-'||||u '_:-||-||| into next maks,

65




Goldfish mobile

Bamboo boat The bamboo boat can be a simple

decoration or a mohile.

Lantern

Al e .




Lante
s Bamboo boat

'
Al 3

|
|
(! Fold up at dotted i
line in L2
1
Fald to center line
|
i 21 Fold onee more to
7} Fold down as center line.
. Ble pony fold, shown,
i |
|~ 5
|
1l Fold backward at
a1l dotted lines in 7 and
5 : open  hottom section
: 1l : all '|'r:-“ wav to back I
| Didoin six of these by | |
! form lantern, l
| s
Use as hanging decoration
. Fold to cente line
L] |1"'|“.||.|:"'-|"|HI:]1'"_ Ih’p not use enter 1in
aEgann.
combustible material next
to lighted bulb.
1 "
El I'.lllll ||||| 1w I|r.'| "
68 &9 i




Samurai helmet

The slightest variation in folding results in
delicate shifts in the Noh stance.

Experiment with your own variations. With
the helmet, different colors give quite different

effects. | used the same paper for the costume
and the helmet.

i el

TR, ¥
e
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Taep s L

Nﬂh-q:a;nstume

Samurai helmet

g

0, 3)
Fold back upper laver Fold along dotted
- triangle at hottom. lines,

1)

First fold to triangle

| shape and then fold to :
I center line as shown. {
i
(& B
[
|
i . (7) Fold backward at
i Fold ecare T N e y
i | cart fl.i”} . [he dotted |ine. ;
E:_ HhﬂpP fhunges with |
the slightest variation |
i1 in the folding angle. 8
‘ i2) Turn over (1and fold : g
| along dotted lines, 5 %
|
| L
|
| 13! Fold along dotted lines in i
(8! Fold bottom triangle 4. and open out as shown, ol
inward, 73




irl’ - ailable.Add crowns,
Girl's Day dolls : Use as colorful paper as aﬂ:alh_lel ik
fans, and other accessories to give realistic

effect.
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e e

Girl's Day doll

=5 =

e

4) Female :

Head and sleeve ends
hack, Bottom folded back amil
tume folded as show m, o

tll'-%' |;.||:'"!1' I"s

rounded  off

(&) Male

I:Ill.'ll Crown as "'hll'l'l ]

I!'.ll'lll :'Ir'.1-\.| i

forleled

Cig

f.f‘: Turn over 3and fold

up at dotted line inid),

(5}
Fold forward at dotted lines in

(4) to make

sleeves,

@ F

' Fold tops forward and twa

510 h".“

3] Male and female folded identical ly

[ {4] |||'."1'-_

1

Fold colored side in.

2]
Fold to center

line.

‘6) Left: Fold head and shoulders to
female. Right: Fold head

a5 shown to make male.

make

3
Turn over

top down,

2iand fold

77
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Cowboy hat

Paper about two feet square will give you a hat
large enough for an abult.
Both these hats were made with “Texan” paper,

Sombrero |




Basic hat fold.

Sombrero

50 Pull out inside section. . v
1 Faold to center |I||r'_

|’1! Fold in half.

Fold both twa tri-
as

iIrIFI"H I'|'|'-i|I'||

iyl AT el

:.E: '}F!lt'r'l lrillrlu'li"!-\. 11 H:“'lFlH E||'||'| pPress
shown,

flat.

al ong
Turn aover and repeat process,

B! Fald both sides
7 land

dotted line in

{7 Form brim.
: it

(3} Fold back opened sections
apen oul

center lines,

(% Shape brim as vou widen

for wearing.

]
81
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Female Facial expression can be changed

demon’s mask depending on individual taste, 83




Old ma@‘s mask

Japanese paper (washi)
is easier to work with.
Pay close attention to
eves and mouth.

@

(7) Make mouth and beard.

Pull out nose, and round
84 edges near eves and beard.

Fold back part forward
to make evebrows.

:E,': Make nose.

)

@
Turn over (2 i
fold to make ENeg
a8 shown,

Basic camel fold i

demon’'s mask

I_i_l
Fold edges
hack ha | f'-'-'-ﬂ}'-

)
Fold wo make
pleats.

-
l i

b=

Basie crane fold.

B
Fold in=side
and outside to

i
Fold bobiom

i ard Lok

center line.

|'|'|i_'||":|' -I'Iil.i."'l..

H§
Turn  over,
fold corners

:"?__
Make eves,

Eir center

| ime,

i3)

Fold top laver
of top section
down as shown.

0
Turn over left
gide and pull
(8} horns out.
:| Make mouth.

85




Buddha's mask Golden ghost’s mask

Folkcraft paper was used for these masks.

Mask for Chinese opera
| have tried to make these approximate the

genuine masks,

S i e e i i

=
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Mask.for Chinese opera

Different and colorful
results can be obtained
depending on  which

side is folded outward.

A R4

"I.].CILL' M=

B

Bl Fold top twice,

)
Illlll nose up ;|_'|||

make chin round,

88

3

b1 —gem
4] TTy!

Fold

sides

Over
back
(4]

i !-u.;ll:-u n

Fold edge

inward,

I'.ll Il gy @

nter

3.
I‘I-ll[l'l

cenler

line

12

S

Bazsic pony fold

2 of Hvdranges

p 49

Buddha's mask

-c:_{_

B

[_-{:I Fold top to the sides and
fold back.

i5) Fold corners backward to

center |line,

(%) Pull up nose and round

chin,

1) Basie crane fold. 4

(2) Fold in to center
line and press

Flat.
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Red and black mask Two-faced mask Long-nosed goblin Daruma Fox mask
(folding sequence

on p.118)

The red and black mask uses two different F.xperiment with Daruma’s costume for different

colors folded back to back, color effects and facial expression.

90




|

F.'||||| .1|.:-|-||‘_| CEMLET
,

II'II“

19 Make nose

N

=

o

o e Sy I rd PRy kel AT AT T

CEESERE Eap WS T e e

‘6) Fold outer sections inward.
l
" B Make eves I
1 |i; |
Py | .
=

)

= e e

4) Fold to make nose as shown

e —

L
. . f 2
!'|||| L nadsds m ki ! 4

‘;r? B () Fold hottom once and frld back. 93
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Pigeons in flight

These pigeons in flight
decorate a corner of the
Livelihood Industry Pavi-
lion at EXP0O'70.
Electricity is used to
make them flap their
wings as if they were
flying.

This kind of decoration
1s ideal for a child's
room.
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i
| Pigeon in flight
i | &) Turn over and fold
(] as shown,
|
|
| | Fold to center
line to make
Crease.
(6) Make head. Fold Wings up once.
i PR
E ) Fold  down to give
appearance of forward
flight.

(3) Turn over (8

‘8) Fold tail once and
apen,

‘4) Fold (3! at center line.
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Samples: How to make them -:---eoeoee 98

Basi"_‘_ furmﬁ ----------- 8 &

Creatiy‘ﬂ ﬂrigﬂ.mi --------------- LR R R AR R LS

L T

?7




Horse

£

)
Join with front
half.

Fold legs making
sure they are same

length as front legs,

Kear half

(D

Begin with (8

of front half
f‘r making BUTe
Fold top of left color side is
triangle down. uppermaost,

3
Fold top of
right
dawn

triang|e
and fold

again inside,

Front half

(1D
Fald along dotted
line in Q0

(6! Turn over B}

<)

See insets to .\T :
make head. - |
(3) Open out left side and
press  flat against
right side,
&
¥
3
»
E |
- ]
3

17 Make both

legs same length,

sure
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Jumping pony

e

1) Basie pony fold.

B
8

(B) Fold inside along
(T Fold along dotted dotted line to make
line and open out ears sharp.
to make head.

See inset diagram to make
tail. Fold down once, then
fold back along dotted line
and push between legs,

(8) Fold rear legs like
front legs.

Open end as in inset diagram to
mﬂ,lﬁ.—'! ears.

>
1‘!"4‘:""\!3“1

|
i
|
I
|
i
I
|
A
E Ty
_,.-'F "'\-\._‘“
]
\/
s A R S ) s

4} Fold as shown making
sure point is sharp.

oo

A0 Balance on front legs to give
jumping appearance,

101




Turn  over (3. Chpen

I right half and fold
i left half to center
[ 1me,

':I:' Fold to form

square,

2! Fold teft half again
e center |ine.

@
Turn over (1and
fold along dotted
lines,

“ Fold right end to make
L.E-' ]-"-"ﬂd ani Fald hack
again.

S ara -
1) Turn over (&) Cut as
shown to make eyes,

.' 102

(@) Fold open section at
bottom inside.

10 Make neck flat.

= II““""-.
gﬂﬁ

-

(B) Open flaps at side
to form legs.

(2) Turn over (1), Fold both
gides to center line.

(8
Fold as shown )

keeping top sharp.

: %:\ Dinosaur
O
Make sure legs are
parallel.

Pl 1]

P ki
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Seagull

-'-.-

B
i
B
i
.
¢

| @ |

i 8} Fold other side up. Fold to make

i creases,

] 1

| :

| | 5]
Fold other r

side to make
Creases,

| ]
'
L 1

i

|

|

|

| E.5:_ .

E (B) Fold head as in
| . inset diagram. :
1 -
i & 5
1 |

| z

T ETTT T IR LT

4) Fold up along
\ dotted line.

(@) Turn over (3. Fold along
dotted line.

A -:3_'."#-:!#1' A

Fold eenter down and
open to make tail.
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@ Basic erane fold

Java sparrow

line (from (5) p‘.

107).

(3
Upen top and

fold as shown,

e A,
e R

¢ Fold along dotted lines
to make beak.

-

‘;.
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Ava Sparrow use

darrow 5

Ja

B R

To make colorful J
colors suggested in diagram.

Method of making

' Underside of head.

=
-
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Method of malcin.q

Fold inside to make step
at bhottom.

[ 2“‘

p=

Fold as shown and
then fold toward center

to obtain a1,

B s
(5) Open left section and fold
head as shown.
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I
|

(1) Fold to make triangle |
and fold again to make
creases as shown,

Turn over (3

®

(6) Reverse rear sections gently,
: making sure not Lo tear.

O

Make two, one with

color side uppermost
and other with plain

side uppermost,
Put one inside the
other.
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Crane-shaped
receptacle

(2)

‘1) Basie camel fold,

Fold bottom half as show .

1 Faold along dotted lines to

I'I'|i'||-\.|' NATTONW .,

) Upen along dotted

lines to make fins.

5) Hasic hat fold.

113




Bab
ay y

Fold hands to
[ront to form
standing baby.

To make
sitting baby

'fl:l:' Chpen  out

@

“ Form (¢ of
standing badyv,

top

section as shown,

ey - A
\8) Turn over (T

Wi

T v
Hegin  with (5 of
erawling baby and
turn over,

Fold to make creases as shown.
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Goldfish mobile

=]

116

I |

Ornamental ball

(2} Fold making sere folded

/ edge s at top.

(2

Turn over ]

lf: Make six in different colors
and stick together to make

ball.

= . ’ i
5! Fold back along

dotted lines,

117
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Cc

| I
Push corners inside

and open ears, @ |

: Fold to make

i Créefses as I".U]d to I'I'I.-ilk‘E
1 shown. EYES A5 in insets, .
4
i e |
it A |
| 23 Fold to make creasez on .
_ other side; pull top up to -
form nose, :
i
I :.EI :-
Fold down along E
| dotted lines. l
| . (4) Open one of '
triangles. :
¥ E E
| @ _j i
H -; #
£ J !
F £
] %
| ;
| I ;
i 118 i A3 Ope side is basic erane fold,
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Basic forms

Fnuntless figures can be made after memorizing origami’s
basic forms. The basic forms themselves, however, have vga:inu:
names and are approached differently depending :::11 the school
I_cal] the forms *“‘crane.” ‘““hat”™ and so forth, but they ‘can 'I::'--
glVen different names. The basic forms h::we alread he:
introduced in photographs, and the following pages Shﬂ}:ﬁ h .
to fold these forms. Some of the many shapes that c I[:Ii’:iﬁr
made from the basic forms are listed below, o

s From the basic crane fold: horse, elephant, cow, reindeer,
monkey, bear, lion, cocker spaniel, standing crane, raven, Java
sparrow, dragonfly, grasshopper, flamingo, female demon’s
mask, Buddha’s mask, pharaoh’s mask, praying man, others.

s From the basic hat fold: gorilla, sombrero, flower, frog,
Tokyo Tower, starfish, sea turtle, others.

s From the basic camel fold: giraffe, rabbit, kangaroo,
donkey, squirrel, sheep, reindeer, antelope, Dumbo the
elephant, swan, parakeet, carp, crane-shaped receptacle, death

mask, others.

« From the basic pony fold: jumping pony, lantern,
hydrangea, mask for Chinese opera, others.

Lizards as well as dinosaurs can be made from the basic
dinosaur fold, while rays and turtles come from the basic turtle
fold. Birds in flight, jet planes and kites all derive from the
same basic form. Goldfish and cowboy hats can also be made
from the same. basic fold. It is not difficult to discover new
basic folds for use in many figures.

The folding sequences for the basic forms appear in a series
of diagrams. The basic forms are explained in the following
pages and not in the first part of this book. The reader should
study the basic forms carefully in order to derive the maximum

pleasure from origami.



Crane base (1)

Crane base (2] b

ek

E

Fold along dotted lines :

i '?-i' and fold back f

again. £

(7) Turn over (6 and repeat % A Fold to make creases as in
4,15% and (6, diagram.

'

;?

Open out and fold along g E

ade in 5 m— — } 1>

freases W (Z) Fold in two; fold again as shown. 3

|

(8] l'.il|f|uiunp,r dotted @) Fold (Lin half -

lines: fold baeck again, 1§

r._

C
5 ‘3% Turn over and fold as in (2. Fold B

@) E) . 5

By e v e along center line; pull out. !

Upen indirection 30 Fold 2Z1jn half, =
of arrow, ]
S

-

- 3

10 Open out and fold H

El|u-np{ Crepsps, -.

':E-j ?

[1'|“:. Do same as in 0f Repeat on other side. ) f.‘-'.l"““ out (3 as 1in !

122 an otheyr side, di.ﬂRTHTI'I. l 23 kS

e




Hat base

Camel base

] Method of making - R hEhht -
:L ' ‘57 Open out as shov
| pentagon B)
; .
; i
; ;
| i
I ’
| B |II
- F
) i

,

¥

@ Fald along dotted lines. TJ

Fold along dotted
lines to center line,

W

(2} Fold and make angles in
ratio of 1:2.

Turn over (6land fold as before.

Fold along dotied
lines making syre
right side overlaps

4/ left side.
-H\-
@ Fold along dotted line in 2,
Fold back slong dotted line
||-| ';.3:":
(3 Fold back left side to form (4, )
4 E
Turn over (3, Cut at right-sngles
to edge along line. Open out to (o
form pentagon. I‘EJ ] 2'5 *
L l
124 !
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Turtle base

B Fold along dotted
lines in 4'as shown.

@ Turn over I:5

‘gt -
(8) Turn over (7

3

Turn over (@)

(&)

Dinosaur base

4) Turn over (3 and

fold to center line.

EY,
Fold along dotted
lines to make tri-
angles,

(T) Fold along dotted
lines in (6.

(@) Fold back along
dotted lines.

Fald along dotted lines

to center. Color should
be inside,

e
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Pony base

128

According to a noted
American origami artist,
there are five basic forms:
bird, water bomb (Japanese
playball), frog, diamond and
fish. Opinions vary regard
ing the basic forms, and
variations depend only on
the individual’'s ereative
ability.

Paper folded with white side
uppermost will have colored
side uppermost when finished,
and viee versa,

'E_] Turn over /4

Creative Origami

Traditional and creative origami

Traditional origami is represented by the crane, yakko-san
(servant) and a boat which changes its shape by manipulation.
Children learn all these from their parents. But when a person
puts new ideas to work and devises new forms he is working in
creative origami.

In traditional origami the same result could always be
obtained if there was a diagram to follow. In creative origami,
however, different shapes are possible even when the same
thing is made because the finished work bears the stamp of the
folder’s personality.

This is especially so in a mask. The folder’s character and
emotions appear to be delicately expressed in the work. It is
strange that the size of the eyes and mouth and the length of
the nose are never the same, and that every mask has a
different expression. One characteristic of creative origami is
that the individual’s ability clearly marks his work.

Increase your observation

In order to make birds and animals with origami, you must
know their shape, movements and habits, otherwise a dog will
not look like a dog and a sparrow will not resemble a sparrow.

When you make a mask there is always a difference in the
facial expression whether you know the mask’s history and
legend or not. When you make Noh and other masks from
drama, you may lose half the enjoyment of folding if you do
not know the drama and the particular character. For creative
origami, too, you need an extensive general knowledge. One
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must keenly observe and study what he wants to make. The

main points of creative origami are beauty and faithfulness to
actual form.

Tools are not necessary

We use the words “carve™ for sculpture and “paint™ for
painting but say *fold” for origami. We need instruments for
the former two activities but none for the latter. Fingers are all
one needs for origami, but they must be trained.

A sheet of paper contains unlimited “‘invisible” lines to fold
from which we must choose the correct lines for making a
desired shape. Whether the paper is folded correctly or not
depends solely on the folder’s skill.

Formative beauty in origami
There are certain points essential for bringing out the
beauty in origami.

When we treat origami as an art, we need a delicate
sensitivity even in the simplest folding action. Identical figures
folded by different persons reflect the different personalities of
the folders. Thus, it is important for the folder to strive for this
sensitivity and to develop a sense for his material’s qualities
and color. One must choose the size, thickness, color and
quality of paper that best fits what he intends to make.

It is not incorrect to use complicated methods when
creating origami figures but it is better to use simple folding
methods to obtain more realistic forms. I hope that everyone
who attempts to create origami figures will observe certain
principles, and study ways to express beauty in their work.

130

Principle of creative origami

A group I established for studying creative origami forbids
the use of scissors on principle. Abiding by this rule creative
origami's enjoyment becames twofold. If vou use scissors too
freely, origami approaches too closely to kirigami zaiku, the art
of cutting paper to make various shapes. Productions lack
creativeness because of the short-cuts scissors introduce. This
does not mean scissors should be ruled out completely.
Primarily, however, they should be used solely to make
incisions for gaining better effects. No part of the paper should
be cut off. In classical origami scissors were used to make the
thousand cranes, but only incisions were made.

Compound forms
Certain origami figures require more than one sheet of

paper. Before you introduce scissors to obtain the real shape of
what you are making, try using two or more sheets of paper to
make different parts and then join them, When two or more
parts are joined to make a figure it is called a compound form.,

The grasshopper, with its raised forelegs, triangular face and
wings, 18 once such form. It is impossible to make a
grasshopper using one sheet of square paper, although it can be
made from one sheet of triangular paper. In this book I
demonstrated folding a grasshopper with two sheets of paper:
one for the face, forelegs and wings; and the other for the
remaining legs and the rear half of the body.

Some animals are made by folding the front and rear halves
separately. A combination of a mask and a person requires
three sheets of paper: one for the mask, another for the upper
half of the body and the third for the lower half of the body.
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With two sheets of paper vou can make Buddhist images, Pan,
the Japanese gods of wind and thunder or beautiful nudes.

Invitation to creative origami

I recommend that beginners memorize all the basic forms
and study carefully how to develop the figure desired. One
should observe in real life what one wants to make to grasp the
correct shape and character. It is a good idea to study using a
picture book or an art book.

Two or three questions would quickly test your power of
observation. Do you know, for example, that a whale's tail
extends horizontally not vertically? Do vou know a chimpan-
zee holds its arms up while an orang-utan lets them dangle? It
IS important to use your eyes all the time, and to sketch the
shape of things in your mind. After mastering realism you can
then make your work more symbolic and abstract. The
classical origami crane has a formative beauty that is not
merely a copy of a real crane,

Intensive research into the crane's formative beauty
determined that the classical fold was most fitting. The crane is
origami’s greatest masterpiece and is readily understood by the
present generation. Foreigners immediately associate the
classical crane with origami.

When you do research into origami’s symbolization and
abstraction, an acute creative sense and keen observation are
helpful. In order to develop these senses, one should study art,
sculptures and flower arrangements.

There are special difficulties in making masks. A mask
should express joy or anger but will not if paper is only folded
twenty or thirty times. When the sculptor makes a Noh mask

| 32

he applies his whole heart and soul to his work. The origami
artist must likewise apply himself to capture the delicate
expression in an origami mask,

It is easy to enter the world of creative origami, but
creativity is profound. I hope you enjoy this world and will
contribute your own ideas to make it richer.
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The educational value of creative origami

Children who merely copy how to fold origami do not reap
any great educational benefit. It appears simple to make an
origami figure using a sheet of paper and nothing else, but, on
the contrary, it needs a highly creative sense.

Whereas painting needs a canvas and sculpture needs space,
origami needs only a sheet of paper. In the sheet of paper,
however, exist endless folding possibilities. To make origami
forms one must have the insight to see the paper’s “invisible”
lines in order to fold and produce something. Moreover, while
other arts depend on brushes, paint, chisels and other tools or
media, the fingers make all kinds of origami shapes and forms.
Actually, the person who disagrees with the role origami can
play in formative education probably lacks a true understand-
Ing of origami.

Problems exist, too, in teaching origami. Children taught
established ways of folding origami, for example, adopt a
passive attitude. Moreover, children who learn fast tend to feel
superior when they quickly memorize a sequence while
children who experience difficulty in folding paper correctly or
following directions become depressed. Origami taught that
way stifles creativity instead of nurturing it.

Children should learn how to fold paper correctly but
should not be taught that only by folding in a certain way can
such and such an animal or object be made. If the teaching
method is correct, origami becomes a most convenient
educational material.

Origami seems to be better understood today, and is used
more often in kindergartens and nurseries. Teachers who use
origami in kindergartends find the children so enthusiastic that
they forget the time.

Children surprise themselves by making various shapes
without cutting the paper. Their favorites are squirrels,
penguins and elephants. Children see something magical in
origami.

It is possible to make forms quickly, using many colors and
without taking up much space. Children realize their dreams by
producing many figures they can play with afterwards.
Children tend to enjoy producing various figures when they

realize they are creating “playmates.”
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